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Fun & Raindem HeLidays in Ma4

May 1st-
National Lemonade Day

May 3rd-
Nationdl Tedcher
Appreciation Day

May 5th-
Cinco de Mayo

May 8th-
Mother's _Pay
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May 15th-
National Chocolate
Chip Day

May 20th-
National Pizza
Party Day

May 2Fth-
National Road
Trip Day

May 30th-
Nationdl Creativity Day
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2021-2022 Issue #28 - May 2, 2022- Editors: Angie Salazar & Ashley Clayton

2-3) Kiddos at South
4) Why We Do What We Do

5) Grants available for families

6) Departments in the Spot-
light

14-15) Anniversaries &
Birthdays

May 2 —Monday

9:00-10:00 PFCE Weekly Team
Meeting, Virtual

9:00-12:00 Education
Department Meeting, Blue
Building Conf. Rm.

10:00-11:30 Ed Department
Meeting, TEAMS

May 3—Tuesday

10:00-10:45 Parenting Education
Sessions, Virtual

May 4 —Wednesday

9:00-10:30 Department
Directors Meeting, MO Blue
Conf. Rm.

1:00-2:00 Onboarding Updates,
TEAMS

3:00-4:30 Head Teacher Cohort,
Virtual

3:00-4:00 LISTO Prep, Blue
Building Conf. Rm.

May 5 —Thursday

9:00-10:00 PFCE Dept. Mtg,
TEAMS

12:00-1:00 Parenting Education

Sessions, Virtual

May 6 —Friday

8:00-10:00 Education Planning

10:00-11:30 Center Meeting,
TEAMS

10:00-12:00 Cohort 4— HT,
VIRTUAL

1:00-2:30 CPR—- Hands on
Training, Blue Building Conf. Rm.

May 9 —Monday

e  9:00-10:00 PFCE Weekly Team
Meetings, VIRTUAL

° 10:00-11:30 ED Dept. Meeting,
TEAMS

May 10—Tuesday

e  9:00-11:00 Directors’ Meeting,
Blue Building Conf. Room

o 10:00-10:45 Parenting Education
Sessions, VIRTUAL

May 11 —Wednesday
o 1:00-2:00 Onboarding Updates
May 12 —Thursday

° 9:00-10:00 PFCE Dept. Meeting,
TEAMS

o 12:00-1:00 Parenting Education
Sessions, VIRTUAL

May 13—Friday

o 8:00-12:00 Union Negotiations,
Blue Building Conf. Rm./ Library

o 8:00-10:00 Education Planning
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THEVOHILOREN AT SOUTH WERE PLANTING
ROUT SEEDS. THEY WERE LEARNING HOW TO
MEASURE MATERIALS % GROW A GARDEN.

TEACHING STAEF CINDY FRANCE (TEACHER), WALAA ALZEIN, "~ &
ARAGELY CASTRO 5 CHRISTOPHER WISELY
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why We Do What We Do
Written By: Ciara Hunt
Edited/ Submitted by :Kathryn Evans
=S ee O
At The end of the day when the paperwork is Through, we ask ourselves
why we do what we do. Then we think of the little hands that we hold in

our pdims and the sweet little voices that sing silly songs. We wonder why
we endure the hitting and spitting.

We think of the child and family goals we have written and then redlize
it’'s not just The children and families who have succeeded when we check
the box completed. When we want to cry because we don't feel so sure,

we redlize it's us that make the children feel secure.

When checkpoints are done we think of the children having fun and when
the paperwork piles to the ceiling above, we Think of The smiles on the
faces of The families we love. We think about how they have grown,
thanks To our care. How we've helped some find a place to live, where
they don't feel so scared and children move from diapers 1o big kid
underwear. Although at times we feel scattered and unprepared, it’s us
who've let them know that someone will always be there. When
checkpoints are turned in and lesson plans too.

We think of what some of the families have been Through and we ask
ourselves why we do what we do. Then we think of the thank you card
we got yesterday from the mom graduating in May or the drawing you
received The other day. And despite all The OCC rules and the fact That

we have enough P&P's to fill poals.

We know the importance of preparing children for school and take pride
in The fact that what we do is pretty cool. I’s not dbout all the
paperwork that’s due. It's about The indescribable work that we do. The
work that isn't turned in on a form, but the Kind That changes lives
every morn. In so many different and wonderful ways it is truel We are
making The world a better place tool This is why we do what we dol
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Here Yo remmder aboub some f‘mancteﬁ
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Hope Chest (Josephine County Only):

HOPE (Helping Out People Every Day) Chest is an emergency

assistance fund established by United Way and administered in

Josephine County by Southern Oregon Head Start. It helps people

referred by case managers or social workers once a year fo a

" maximum of $350. We cover everything from utilities or medicine fo

" surgical sfockings, veterinary care for service dogs and mental health /
appointments.

Hughes Lumber Co. has generously donated $5,000 to be used to
support children and their families with personal needs that would
) remove barriers and help the fomilies fo better participate in Head
J Stort services. Funds can be used fo cover a variety of costs
Jaz cssociated with barriers fo a family’s overall well-being, health, and
P25 <l Iness, in order fo encourage attendance and participation. Families

are limited to $300.

There are some IlmlJra’rlons For-each of these grants, which
Ve are listed in their descriptions Efjhe Top oF their
~._respective applications, whlch can be Found on the PFCE
SharePoint page.- IF you have > additional questions about

these grants, please connect \with PFCE.
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Hi, I'M Didna, on +h€ ICf+.

I hOVE WOrkEd With faMili€S SiNCE T Was I8 YErsS
Old. MY fil'St+ JOb WAS O+ O I0CAI dAYCAre center
and I hAVE WOrkEd O+ MOSt Of +h€ 1Arder ones in
+h€ VAIEY in MY 5 YEArS as an €arty iIearningd
Professiond hoidingd Many Job +itlES: TA, HEAd
TEACKEr, BUilding SUPervisor, €+C. T Irddud+cd
from  SOUHhErn oreégon UniversitY With a Poli+ical
SCiENCE and HiStory INtErdisCirlinary beIree in
2006 bUt+ NEVEN PUrsued a career in +he 10Cal
Court SYS+€m. InS+€ad, I had a Iong career
SErving as a +€aching Professional dnd +hen
+ranSi+ion€d +0 a NoN-Profit Professional and
haVE bEEN O+ ThE FAMilY ConNEC+ion (Your resion’s
l0CaI Oregon Paren+ing Education Colidborative
PAr€Nt+ing HUb) for 6 YEArS doing MUCh Of +h€
bChiNd +h€ SCENES WOrK +hOt MAKES i+ SUCCESSTU
dnhd €0SY +0 ACCESS for PArents. The Work is
MEANINIFUI and iMPOr+ant, i+ SUPPIEMENtS SO Many
Oth€rr KEY organizo+ions (ke EArly HEAd S+ar+ and
HEAd S+Ar+) +ho+ are doing f£amily Stabili+Y Work.
Ch€CK US Out O+ +hE€familyconhec+.ora!
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HEIIO, T am BE+hANCE, ON +h€ I'idht. DidNA dNd T Are Co-
Ccoordina+ors for ThE Family connEc+ion, Meaning We
hOld €quUIdl FESPONSIbili+Y for +h€ Proaram but SErve in
dif ferent ways.

MY I"E€SPONSikili+i€S iNCIUME PArent €ducotor +raining,
SErics inPIEMEN+a+ion and Communit+Y Presenta+ions. T
0f+€N SAY +hO+ +hiS WOrk found ME! When lif€ alloWed
ME +0 MOKE O CAreer Shif+ fom d de€Cade in re+ail
MaNagEMEN+, T WAS I€Ad +0 A POSition as a familY
AadVOCO+€ aNd OUH"EACH SPECIAIIST in COOS  CountY. I
WOre Many ho+s in +hisS roi€ iNCluding Providing lif€ SkillS
WOIrKShOrS dnd Pareénting €ducation SEries +o families
FECEIVINI TANF, hOME ViSiting With EHS £OMIli€S dNd
AsSiSHNY indiVidudiS in aPPIYing for oregon HEdi+h Plan.
ThiS POSI+ON IE0d ME +0 UNJErS+and +he VAIUE in Early
int€rvention and Providing £amili€s €Vidence based
SKillS. I am CEr+ifi€d in many different+ curricuium for
ail @9€ Irours but MY faVOrit+€ +0PRiC +0 +€UCh 0N iS
t+h€ iMPOr+ance of SEif-Care and Stress Managemen+
bECAUSE WE CaN'+ POUr £from an €mP+Y CUP! Lif€ iS bUSY
and Parenting iSn'+ €aSY bUt With +he IMidht SKillS and a
CirCi€ of Support+ I bElieVE WE CaN €NJOY +hE Journey
and ChaNJE +h€ fUHUrE for familics.



Deborah DeSavah- Finance Director

Hello EVeryone,

T'm Deborah DeSarah. T grew up across the western
half of the nation until Mom brought us to the great NW.
Yes, we lived in Idaho, Washington and Oregon.
Non-profit accounting/finance has been the focus of

my career path for 80 years in several people/community
focused endeavors. I've been with SOGFG since

October 2018, first as Fiscal Manager, then

Grants & Budget Manager and now honored t0 be

your new Finance Director. T truly appreciate the mission of our organization and all of
you wWho carry out that mission every day to make a difference in the lives we touch.
When I'm not working, T like hanging out, with my partner, Bob, and my son and Mom who
live in Grants Pass. I love most of the ing's in life... working, crafting, puzzling, Sewing,
beading, reading, traveling, cooking, etc. Though T love most music genres, blues and any-
thing danceable tend 10 be my favorites.
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Cathy Peterson- Fisoal Specialist

Hi I'm Gathy, I'm in my sth year with the agency in
the Fiscal Dept. T love the work I do, especially data
entry, the services our agency provides and all the
people that make up this wonderful organization. I
was born and raised in San Francisco. I have lived
several years in New Orleans before settling in the
beautif'ul Rogue Valley. T have two adult sons thab live
n Grants Pass as well. I live alone engjoying my quiet time.
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Cheryl Hinds- Payroll Manager

Hey Yalll Tt'S me, Gheryl Hinds, your Payroll Manager....

I was hired in August 2006 as the Payroll Specialist.

T helped out in payroll and accounts payable

(back in the day of paper time Sheets that were

completed by hand). That soon changed to only payroll.

T was promoted to Payroll Manager in August of 20183.

I LOVE MY JOB, and helping all of you, whenever I can.
I've been in customer service since graduating high school

and I think of you as my CUstomers.

I enjoy reading, working out in the yard, being outside, feeding the wild birds and cooking.
T have a 25-year-old son thap is still the apple of my eyel 2 dogs, 8 goats, 12 chickens, and 15
chicks t0 soon replace the old flock! They all keep me entertained!
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Jonnie Cox-Fiscal Specialist

Hi everyone,

I have been with SOHS for almost 6 years. I started off
| as anarea assistant for CP and OH, then moved to

& | reception. From reception I was an Enrollment SAA and
| now T have found my home in the fiscal office as the
Fiscal Specialist. T went to Head Start as a child and
my 2 kiddos have also gone through the program
starting in Early Head Start. My spare time is Spent
with my fiancé and kiddos. I love my job, my coworkers
and the work that we do here for the families we Serve.
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Michael Stanton- Budgets = Grants
Manager

Hi, I'm Michael Stanton and currently I am the Budgets
and Grants Manager. I started at SOGFG in 2016 asa
Family Advocate and then I became a Site Manager

in 2019. Long before T was an employee of this amazing
organization, T was a Head Start parent. T have four
boys (ages 13, 17, 20 & 23). In my free time T enjoy s
outdoor activities like hiking, biking, swimming and il £k

paddle boarding. T am so thankful to work with such an awesome group of people and It is
inspiring to see us all working so hard to fulfill our mission together at SOGFG.
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Noncy Tidwell- Fiscal Specinlist

Hi I'm Nancy, I will be with agency 38 years this June in
the amazing Fiscal Dept. I was born and raised in the
Rogue Valley, went through all school years in Gentral
Point and college at OTT. Lived in Bay area for about 12
years and moved back to Rogue Valley in 1988. My
daughber went to Head Start at the Gentral Poinb
center when it was at a church on South 10th Street
many years ago. I enjoy traveling and camping in our RV.
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Rappy Birthdayl
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Hannah £
Bryan £
Suzanne M
Mikayla
Lynda M
Jesi

Amy R
Jessie
Cynthia L
Kristal £
Cecilia A

Eunices
Karen D

Amber L

Katrina
Jolie A
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Fowler

Rotter

Ray
Crosswhite
Beamish-White
Gutierrez
Grimm-Lima
Hendley

Jones

Sherman
Hurt

Aydla Velasco

Lowrey
Gattis

Hurlburt
Eliis

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

May
May

May

May
May

1st

ard
4th

4th
gt
th
Fh
10th
11th

11th
12th

13th
14th

17Fth

20th
20th

Rene R Parsons

Cathy L Peterson
Christine Wonsyld

Traci M Briggs

Norma £ Montano Garcia
Elizabeth M McClain

Denise M Pederson
Shalana M Yarbrough
Walaa Al Zein

Josefina M M. Samano
And Gabriela  Espinosa Martinez

Doris M Palmer

Christina Marie Mee

May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

May

leanos!

23rd
23rd
23rd
23rd
24th
24th
24th
2Fth

29th
29th
30th
30th

30th



